


June 2020 Issue  No : 50

The subject matter of an editorial commonly 
concerns a current issue. Unlike other parts of a 
news publication an editorial is meant to be biased, 
somewhat insightful, and often includes persuasive 
writing techniques. Publishers utilize the editorial 
section of their publications as a forum to express 
their views and try to influence the opinions of the 
readership.

Editorials are meant to influence public opinion, 
promote critical thinking, and sometimes cause 
people to take action on an issue. In essence, an 
editorial is an opinionated news story.

To write an editorial can be called a real privilege. 
Finding appropriate editorial message for 50 
consecutive issues of 41 Communique has been 
quite interesting and challenging.

Opinions Matter

Everyone has an opinion and a right to express it. 
Even those who are not publication editors can still 
state views in most 'Letters to the Editor' sections. 
Sharing opinions with a factual basis can inspire 
others to take action on issues of greater societal 
concern.

Dr. Siddharthan

Communication Manager 
41 INTERNATIONAL

50 CONTINUOUS ISSUES AND COUNTING....

Part of Round Table Family Part of Round Table Family 

I wish to place on record the excellent support I 
received from the International Presidents , National 
Presidents and IROs in addition to friends and 
enthusiasts who shared their experiences with us.

Looking forward, I wish to see our communication 
transform into a very powerful, multifaceted tool 
that reaches all our  members and those of our 
allied organisations.
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Happy anniversary.
The 41 Communiqué has now reached its 50th (continuous) issue! Happy anniversary!

My special congratulations to Dr Sid for maintaining the regular publication of our monthly 

newsletter and to all of you, local writers, who contribute with articles and bring substance to the 

publication.

In these times when communication is ever more important, the excellent quality of the editorials, 

the pictures and reports of so many 41 and RT family activities around the world, the updated 

agendas, and the regularity of the issues all have made the Communiqué an essential reading for 

many! Sid, your experience, hard work and wisdom is one of the best assets of this team! Thank 

you! 

Covid19, Verona, Brasov and the year to come…

Since early March, three months ago already, our habits, our traditions, our ways of living have had 

to adapt. Our world has changed… Club meetings, regional meetings, mass gatherings and AGMs 

have been cancelled, postponed, or had to be completely reorganised.
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Our choice to reschedule both Verona and Brasov to 2021 have unanimously been saluted. We have 

received many positive comments but the decision was not easy.  2020-2021 will be a year of 

transition for 41 international. Although the present board will stay in place, that does not mean the 

work it has been doing is stopping for a year.

The new 41er.world communication platform set up last August is now counting more the 10.000 

users. That is more than 25 percent of our members. We shall continue to promote the platform so that 

more and more members can benefit of its communicational advantages.

In line with the plans that were adopted by the previous AGMs and the rule changes tabled at the Malta 

HYM we have founded a new association. Since early February, we are now a legal organisation called 

41 International ASBL (Association Sans But Lucratif – a Non Profit Association) based in 

Luxembourg. I would like to thank Martin Hartl, our legal adiser, for the time he has dedicated to the 

task.

Now comes the second phase of our plan : the individual joining of all the member associations that 

are composing 41 International as of 6/6/2020. National boards were sent all the documents weeks 

ago and many have already sent back their joining declarations.  

After the web meeting with the national presidents two weeks ago, an informal “AGM” meeting will be 

held that will be attended by all the associations’ delegates. This online meeting will symbolically mark 

the first official working year of the ASBL.

Online will certainly be the hot word in the months and the year to come! A the communiqué will 

definitely have a role to play.

Luc Trigaux
President 

41 INTERNATIONAL 2019 -21
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Dear friends in 41 Club and the Round Table Family

th
Dr Sid has asked me to write a piece for the forthcoming 50  edition of the 41 International Magazine. As a 

former Editor I am happy to do this.

These are difficult times for us all – the pandemic has forced the cancellation of a range of celebratory 
th th

events as our Association in GB&I had its 75  birthday on May 13 , just six days after the end of hostilities in 

Europe.

The first Past Tablers' was formed in Liverpool in 1936, followed by London Old Tablers' Society (LOTS) in 

1939, Lytham St Annes in 1941, and my club, Wakefield, in 1943.

However, I am proud that Wakefield had the initiative to call a meeting of what are now known as the four 

Founder Clubs. To do this while a World War was in progress was truly visionary. Those members held 

reserved occupations, which meant they didn't have to enlist in the Armed Forces. Eric Wainwright, the 

Conference Secretary, was a pharmacist; there were doctors, opticians, a veterinary surgeon, a dentist, a 

schoolteacher, a butcher, and, most bizarrely, a golf professional!

The night before the Conference a Supper was held in Wakefield Town Hall. Of course rationing was in 

progress but the butcher, Freddie Firth, came up with a menu that did the trick:

Sardines on Toast

Cold meats and Salads

Ice Cream

Coffee

Cheese and biscuits

Once the meal was over, Freddie admitted that the chicken they had 

enjoyed was in fact rabbit, which, unlike other meat, wasn't rationed!

th
On May 13  1945the Conference got under way. The delegate from 

Liverpool said that his members were opposed to the formation of a 

National Association. Eric Wainwright called for a coffee break and 

quietly suggested that he let the meeting continue. Liverpool 

abstained but the Association was born. Incidentally Wellings, of 

Liverpool, was personally in favour of the Association's formation and in fact became the second National 

President.

Of course 41 Club (known in some countries as Old Tablers), now exists in many countries all over the 

world. Long may it prosper!

Andy Waite
International Editor 2014-2016
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GREETINGS FROM

PETER GOOD NATIONAL PRESIDENT GB&I

Our AGM was virtual, and since becoming 

President I have visited 45 club meetings, so I 

am reaching out to more members than in 

normal circumstances. 41 club GB&I is still 

open for business. We have 5 new clubs 

starting up, and I am working together with the 

new National President of Round Table, Matt 

Eaton, to create a better relationship. We are 

planning a joint board meeting so that we can 

get to know our opposite posts.

My main aim for this year was to make 41 club 

more appealing for retiring Tablers to 

encourage them to join us, and to help Table 

build again.

I also wanted to raise the profile of 41 club, and 

to get us working in the community more. 

Tablers joining us still want to do things, not 

just meet up for a meal and talk about the past. It is now time for us to look out of the window and not 

in the mirror.

On the day of lockdown I started a support group in my town to deliver prescriptions and do 

shopping for the house bound people at risk. This took off a lot quicker than our government 

managed to get their support groups working. We have three call lines open from 7am until late 

evening, and now the local authorities send all the other organisations to work under our 

supervision because they recognised that we knew what we were doing. We now have the Round 

Table, Rugby Club, Rotary, and government support workers all working under us, so we have 

successfully raised the profile of 41 club.

thWith it being our 75  year we had lots of events planned, but we still have not cancelled them, just 

postponed the muntil next year.

th”.I have brought out a Gin called “41 club Gin 75 It's selling very well during lockdown and tastes 

really good.
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We have an online cookery club with about 400 members joining in.

There is a group of us walking 1000 miles to raise money for my charity which is Dementia UK. This 

was started by our council liaison officer who called me and said that he was exercising every day 

so he thought he would do it for charity. I said that we are all doing that, so let's get more people 

involved.

Our conference, hopefully next April, will be in Aviemore which is a beautiful part of Scotland. It is 

approximately 500 miles away from my home, so if I can walk 500 miles I can walk 500 more.

Now 41 club is moving into a digital world, I think we can continue with these virtual meetings after 

lockdown in between our usual face to face meetings. This will enable us to have more contact with 

all members, as some members may work away and can't get to a meeting but can meet up on a 

virtual one.

In fact, a lot of the clubs that I have been onto say that they have had better attendance at these 

virtual meetings. The zoom platform seems to be the link that all ages can use.

As well as joining club meetings online I have a Gin and chat night that members join to ask me 

questions which at the beginning of the meeting I can answer, then more Gin and chatting. But it is 

mainly about fellowship and keeping in touch with the membership.

Every two weeks we have a special speaker to join us on line. Last week it was an explorer who had 

been to both the North and South Poles, Mark Wood. We record these talks so that the members 

can have them for club speaker nights. Mark has kindly offered to do an expedition next year with 

some of our  members to raise money for Dementia .

thWe moved my 75  Ball from June until October, but as things are I can't see that happening, so as I 

have another year as President, I think we will move it to June next year.

Myself and Lesley really look forward to seeing you all soon somewhere in the different world.

Take care and all stay safe my friends.

Peter Good. 

National President GB&I. 
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Dear Fellow 41’ers and Friends,

Today I write to you under truly strange circumstances, a letter I never thought in my wildest 

imagination I would have to write. We never anticipated a Virus so terrible and destructive could exist, 

but clearly we have also not listened to the Scientists and individuals that have spoken out about the 

possible existence of something so terrifying over the Years. Covid-19 has not only made us sit back 

and take stock of what is important to us as human beings but has also shown us how insignificant and 

defenceless we really are.

Nature has given us a shot across the bow to say, back up and shut up, we are not as great and all 

powerful as we think we are. Many of us are facing hardship in our businesses and have suffered great 

financial loss due to the Lockdown of the economy since March of this year. We don’t know where this 

is going to end, we don’t know how this will end, but we need to stay strong and take care of ourselves 

and our families to make sure we all get through this is best we can.

It is with this in mind, after many phone calls and Zoom meetings, that the 41’er Association of South 

Africa Executive, in line with 41 International, has decided to call 2020 a “Blank Year”. This basically 

mean that ALL meetings, functions and other socials events that we had planned for the rest of the Year 

has been cancelled, or should I rather say postponed to 2021. The AGM and Induction of Nico 

McNamara as the 51st President of the Association, will carry over to September 2021. We will raise no 

new Capitation for this year, so the fees payable at February 2020, will carry over to cover 2021 as well. 

Could we please ask that you follow up with the Treasurer as there are still many invoices outstanding.

Raymond has been sending out updated stats, so please keep an eye out for his communication. All 

outgoing and incoming YAP tours for this year has also been cancelled, this creates a great opportunity 

for those wanting to make use of this benefit to send their children or grandchildren on an unforgettable 

holiday to Europe. Nico McNamara has all the details and you are more then welcome to contact him for 

information and costs pertaining to this trip.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. We pray you all stay safe and until we meet again, keep 

those hinges of friendship unbroken.

Yours in Friendship,

Cornelis Burger

41’er Association Southern Africa

President 2019/20

41'ERS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

AN ORGANIZATION FOR EX-TABLERS
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Yesterday was another memorable day for our 

club. 

41 Club Melita recognize that there are many 

families and individuals who are not in a position 

to put food on the table at the moment. The 

pandemic COVID19 has hit these families and 

individuals very hard. 

To this end, our club donated €1,000 worth of 

foodstuffs to the Foodbank Lifeline Foundation, a 

non-profit organization. Present for the official 

handover were Chairman Sando Zammit, 

Secretary Piero Selvaggi, International Relations 

Officer Alex Abela & Immediate Past Chairman 

John Messina. The funds needed for this 

donation, was collected from individual 

donations by our members.

The food donated today consisted of:

• Agnesi Spaghetti 24x500g  - 10 Cases

• Bahlsen Hit 2+1free 8x3x220g - 7 Cases

• Elite Marrowfat Peas 48x300g - 10 Case

• Fresian Flag Uht Skimmed Milk 12x1l - 25 Case

• Lombardi Polpa 12x690g - 8 Cases

The food will be distributed by Foodbank Lifeline 

Foundation to those families that need these 

foodstuffs most. 

41 Club Melita takes the opportunity to thank the 

companies that supplied the foodstuffs, who 

themselves generously topped up the amounts 

purchased. Given the good chemistry that exists, 

the club and its members plan to continue this 

support to Foodbank Lifeline Foundation in its 

drive to assist those families and individuals who 

are unable to support themselves. 

Piero Selvaggi 

41 Club Melita Secretary

ACTIVITIES - 41 CLUB MELITA
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Following your request concerning the activities of the  41 National Moroccan during this period of 

coronavirus disease, please find below the main decisions validated by the 41 National Moroccan 

Board

-The 41 National Moroccan Board  has been renewed for next year.

-All 41 Clubs  in Morocco have renewed their current staff

-The date of our next AGN is set for the weekend of June 19, 2021 in Casablanca.

-National meetings continue to take place by videoconference.

-The Golf tournament scheduled for this year has been postponed to April-May 2021, the precise 

date will be communicated soon on the 41 International site.

-All protests have been postponed until next year.

Best Regards

Said KHANDID

President 41 National Moroccan

2019-2021

Former Keighley Round Tabler, Colonel Sir Tom Moore, talking to Michael Ball on BBC Radio 2 this 

morning, along with his daughter Hannah. His legacy is a charity supporting those with disabilities 

and loneliness. It does not matter how old you get, you are always a Tabler !! It's in your heart and 

blood and never leaves you. Listen again now at https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000jgkr 

and jump straight to 52 minutes in) 

Congratulations on your Knighthood, Sir Tom, 

from a very proud Round Table GB&I

41 MOROCCO
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Greetings from Finland,

Past year was definitely unforgettable. 

We started with ambitious targets to the 

season, by defining that we will make 

brotherly year and will be among Tablers 

locally and globally. My area chairmen were 

enthusiasts to visits clubs, while as whole 

board, we worked on strengthening the 

basics of the tabling and side-by-side 

ideology between all four sister and brother 

families. We held our area meetings together 

with all four families and visited in each 

other’s meeting to bring the greetings and 

promoting the side-by-side co-operation. 

HYM was held together with RTSF with 

historically largest crowd enjoying action 

fulfilled weekend in Kotka.

The AGM was supposed to be in May 

in Vaasa, but as many others, we had to 

postpone it. The event was supposed to be a 

mega Hollywood themed party together with 

Round Table, Ladies Circle (with 60th 

anniversary), Tangent and Old Tablers. New 

date is 13th till 16th of May 2021 in Vaasa, 

and let this be official invite to all 41er’s to join 

the event. (www.agm.fi) More information 

will follow.

2020 AGM was held as virtual meeting 

with only necessary persons available in the 

broadcasting studio, and record number of 

Tablers following the meeting at home, or in 

small groups. With the challenge of virtual 

meeting and trustworthy voting, we had to 

AGM setup in studio

New president Markus Dahlqvist (on left) and
Markus Forma. On the background national 

secretary Tomi Nieminen

 Tangent president Kirsi Anttonen and
IPP Susannä Jänkälä visiting our meeting
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speed up the 41.World roll-out only in 3 weeks. Special thank you for Glenn Vanhaeren on superb 

support. We got necessary decisions made, and my successor as President of Old Tablers Suomi 

Finland is Markus Dahlqvist, OT-55 Karis-Karjaa, and as Vice President after a tight race and vote, 

Ilkka Jänkälä, OT-97 Rovaniemi. I will continue new season as IRO and IPP.

One of my passions has been to remove the gap between Round Table and Old Tablers. The 

driving thing is that when a Tabler has been voted to become Tabler, he has for a home for the rest of 

his life. Whether you change your living location, or you turn 40 and are kicked out of the youngster 

family, there shall be a table to join to. I have urged us Old Tablers to welcome new members from 

RT with open arms and warm heart. Not doing so, and turning the table into ‘friends club’ is not 

carrying tabling idea, and it’s the beginning of the downfall of the club. I support Old Tablers to visit 

RT meetings to promote that there is life after forty, and to keep the legacy alive. Personally when 

visiting the RT meetings, I have pushed Tablers closing to forty also to visit OT meetings. We shall 

not lose a single Tabler between… Hence we do not have, yet, an Old Table club in every RT city, we 

have also OT-41 OTSF-club, which welcomes all Tablers that do not find immediately home when 

‘growing up’ of moved to a different city.

Now I will continue work as IRO, and my target is to get Finnish Tablers even more 

international. In HYM we are going have a lottery, where we raffle 2 Tablers from every 8 districts, so 

totally 16 Tablers, to visit one of your events. We would like to do this with exchange agreement, that 

we will invite 2 Tablers to our AGM (including registration, international program and 

accommodation) and in exchange we raffle 2 Tablers to visit you AGM. Please be in contact to me if 

you are interested for such arrangement (iro@otsf.fi). (Covid-19 safety first off course).

I know that our new President Markus will continue side-by-side work, RT/OT co-operation 

and international relations during his season, as well as focusing on the basics of the tabling, local 

clubs.

Markus Forma OTSF ry Brohagantie 2, 65380 VAASA

IRO 2020-2021 iro@otsf.fi +358 (0)40 837 1433

I wish the best for all Tablers, and hope to see you as we get to travel again. Meanwhile you 

can find us in 41.World and virtually, email or by phone.

Yours in Table,

Markus Forma
President 2019-2020, IRO 2020-2021.
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Club 41 Austria has been hit by the consequences od Covid19 crisis as the traditional style of living 

friendship in personal meetings and activities had to be stopped from mid of march. Nevertheless 

our member clubs discovered the way of video meetings and some of them had even a higher 

presence than before.

Some of our member clubs lived our service orientation and organized help for the group of elder 

people being at risk during the lock down period. Now our main concern is the economic recovery 

and Club 41 Austria has set up a link to a platform on our website for members of Club 41, Round 

Table, Ladies Cercle and Agora where they can list their personal services as a marketing support 

for them.

On a national level the AGM has been postponed to next year and the national board will stay in office 

for another year and hopes to continue traditional meetings at least next year.

We will continue to live our theme “variety under one roof” and support our member clubs by 

participating in their local club meetings/events, by encouraging them to find new tablers and by 

keeping close relationships to our sister clubs. We will continue in participating in the side by side 

action “Weihnachtspackerlaktion” in Christmas time for kids in Romania and Moldavia. 

Club 41 Österreich

ARTICLE FOR

CLUB 41 INTERNATIONAL
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Dear friends of 41 International

Slowly the situation in Norway is getting back to normal. Schools and businesses are star ting to 

open and we are able to travel more in our country. The COVID-19 virus has affected many of us this 

spring but slowly but surely hopefully the world will return as we know it. Our thoughts and 

condolences go to all of you who are afflicted and have lost loved ones

Our AGM will be performed on Teams for all our members. It is an alternative so that we can do the 

formalities, but not replace the pleasure of meeting our friends and being together. The first planned 

meeting in Norway will be together with Round Table in September where the national board of 41 

Norway will perform handover to the new board. Today we don’t have many plans for the year to 

come, but hopefully during early autumn our members will be able to plan arrangement.

The 41 International AGM 2021 in Bergen Norway will be moved to 2022. The dates are 27-29th of 

May. We promise you a wonderful weekend and anexciting pre-tour.

YIOT

The National Board 41 Norge 2019/2020

Lasse Ståløy, Tor Arne Haugerud, Pontus Eriksson and Morten Richardsen
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HOW TO SUSTAIN RELATIONS IN

COVID-19 LOCKDOWN 

One thing is certain. If we do not want hinges to rust, we need to keep doors and windows moving. 

This has been complicated in last three months to the unprecedented extend, pretty much 

everywhere.  Even our one and the only Polish Club of less than 10 people suffered, as COVID-19 

lockdown introduced in Poland was very strict almost since the start.

Many old funs of winter sports used to take advantage of direct flight connection between our 

Gdansk in north of Poland and Italian Bergamo in Lombardy. Personally, I had all set for a family 

week of ski holidays and plane tickets for Saturday, March 7, 2020.  At that time we realized already, 

we should stay home and so happened. Our plane however took off; still returns week later had all 

been cancelled.  Pictures from Bergamo that surfaced in next 30 days or sowere indeed 

heartbreaking!

In our Club we were in touch regularly to make 

sure that everybody is making ends meet. Our 

monthly, Tuesday  meetings were moved into 

Zoom virtual platform. After initial round of 

technical problems it worked quite well, so we 

were finally able to see almost all friendly faces at 

one time and even raised pints to the screen 

(several times).

Being such a micronized pack, we are not making 

any major plans for the future right now, other than 

being ready to  support each other ‘et consortes’ 

in all that may become necessary as well as 

helping around in local communities. Especially, 

that it may take quite a time to recover in all 

aspects. 

And maybe we should not only recover but also 

reconsider, so many elements have recently been 

questioned so easily.

May 25,2020
YiCF, 

Lukasz Stolarczyk, President 2019/20 
C41 Gdansk, Poland.

Figure showing last year medical students 

(inclusive of my daughter) from local 

University volunteering at a drive-through 

testing spot for COVID-19 established at 

industrial outskirts of Energa Gdansk, one of 

Euro 2012 Soccer Game stadiums.
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A first for so many things

Since we last met at the half year meeting in Malta last October, the world is no longer as we know it.

At that time, we had not heard of Zoom, Microsoft teams, Houseparty or the COVID-19 for that 

matter.

The greetings we all gave for a happy and healthy 2020 today seem so ‘out of tune’ with today’s 

reality. And yet amongst the negative there is always some positives.

Since our AGM in the amazing city of Marrakech last October, the newly elected President Chris 

Helsen from Belgium, and her new Board set off running, living up to this year’s motto of ‘DARE TO 

GROW. By year end, Chris and the Int. Secretary Mihaela, attended the HYM in Malta, and the AC 

Cyprus (in formation) board meeting in Paphos.

 In December, together with the ACI VP Chilufya, Chris launched the 
new International Service Project 'keep a girl child in school, Palesa 
Pads' in South Africa. 

MTM of LCI In Vienna and Reykjavik cannot be missed in our program. 
Lovely times with lovely ladies. 

In January, Chris and Mihaela attended the RT HYM in Luxembourg. 
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And come February we altogether, got ready to attend our first African Forum in Botswana, where we also had a very 

successful mission for 'keeping a girl child in school, Palesa Pads'. We also chartered AC Botswana as a full member 

of ACI, and had our first real Board Meeting. 

The African Forum was an incredibly special event with the participation of the ladies from Zimbabwe, Zambia, 

South Africa and Botswana. As mentioned, a first in Africa for ACI, and as we had done in Belgium last year with the 

1st ACI Forum during the AGM's of the 41ers International and TCI, the interaction and participation of the members, 

help shape the thinking of Agora's growth and future plans as part of the Round Table family. 

From Botswana, we flew to Kathmandu to charter our first Asian Agora Club in Nepal. We chartered AC Nepal at 

the Chandragiri Resort surrounded by the majestic mountains with the Everest in the far distance. The ambience 

was magical. 

And then……..Covid-19, Corona Virus, flight cancellations, closed airports, missed flights and temperature 

scanning took over our lives. We are thankful that we all managed to get home literally just in time before the entire 

planet went belly up… 

The next months were overwhelming and for some it still is. I for one am still on total lockdown here in the Philippines 

and have no idea when it will become normal to travel freely. 

What's app groups were created getting in touch with old school friends, agora clubs worldwide, extended family. 

Most showing off their baking skills, crafts and art skills, others completely glued to the news and data about the 

number of COVID-19 positive cases. And of course the Facebook pages, everyone became an expert. 
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But we had decisions to take as a board, together with the stake holders of the various events that were on the 

calendar – the 2nd Forum in Verona was already postponed to 2021, will our AGM happen in October in The Hague? 

Like many of you, we agonised on which decision would be best and it was agreed between all parties that the AGM 

in 2021 which is supposed to be in France will take place in 2022 and the AGM in 2021 will take place in The Hague.

On a national level, some will retain the same board and cancel the AGM and others will be having a Zoom AGM with 

a new board to be inaugurated over a laptop… such is the life we are becoming accustomed to.

We congratulate you dear 41ers Int. for reaching your 50th newsletter and for letting us share some of our 

experiences during this time.

Onwards and upwards as they say… let us all look forward to the day this is all over.

In the meantime greetings from us all on the Int. Board of ACI, Chris, Chilufya, Vandana, Mihaela and Tone.

Anna Tabone
IPP Agora Club International
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41 CLUB MELITA – HALF YEARLY REPORT 2019-2020

In Malta, we are still one club and have 18 members, but still relatively quite active. We are still coming out of 

our dream to have organised an international event such as the last Half Yearly Meeting in 2019. We hope that 

you all still have great memories of this event. It has been an honour and a privilege to have hosted our first 

international event for 41 International as well as Tangent Club International, last October.

During Christmas, we held our annual Father Christmas event at Dar Sagra Familja in Zabbar, an orphanage for 

small underprivileged children. This event is one of the highlights of our table year, where together with Ladies 

Circle Malta, gifts are donated and presented to them by our chairman who dresses up as Father Christmas.

Then the Covid19 pandemic struck in mid-March on our islands. We were on a partial lockdown, with our only 

airport and seaports closed, as well as all commercial outlets except for the essential ones remaining open but 

with restrictions. We were not hit too badly with, to date, a total of just over 600 confirmed cases and 7 deaths. 

Most have recovered also. Now the island’s authorities have started to open up again, but it is still very 

different to what was taken to be normal up to the end of February.

All the club’s activities were cancelled and like most clubs, resorted to Zoom and MS Teams meetings. 

Attendance was not bad. Our own club members regularly supported other round table club events during 

these months. We also kept in touch with our international friends. Every Friday evening since early March, I 

participated at regular Zoom meetings, discussing how each country is handling the pandemic and sharing 

the bad news of cancelling the various national and international meetings.

The club continued to meet and will continue doing so virtually. During our last meeting earlier this month, we 

took two decisions, namely; the first being that the current council to stay on until October 2021 AGM. We also 

decided to assist a new project for us. 41 Club Melita recognizes that there are many families and individuals 

who are not in a position to put food on the table at the moment. The pandemic COVID19 has hit these families 

and individuals very hard. To this end, our club donated €1,000 worth of foodstuffs to the Foodbank Lifeline 

Foundation, a non-profit organisation. Present for the official handover were Chairman Sandro Zammit, 

Secretary Piero Selvaggi, International Relations Officer Alex Abela & Immediate Past Chairman John 

Messina. The funds needed for this donation, was collected from individual donations by our members. The 

food will be distributed by Foodbank Lifeline Foundation to those families that need these foodstuffs most.

41 Club Melita takes the opportunity to thank the companies that supplied the foodstuffs, who themselves 

generously topped up the amounts purchased. Given the good chemistry that exists, the club and its members 

plan to continue this support to Foodbank Lifeline Foundation in its drive to assist those families and 

individuals who are unable to support themselves.

Alex Abela

41Club Melita

International Relations Officer 2019-2020
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Donation of foodstuffs to Foodbank Lifeline Foundation 
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Father Christmas event December 2019. Chairman Sandro Zammit
dressed up as Santa and presented our Christmas gifts to the children. 
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Dear editor Dr Sid,

Cyprus was one of the countries that as soon as Covid - 19 (13th of March) started hitting Europe a 

complete lockdown was ordered. Therefore most of us we’re stuck at home. This gave us the opportunity 

to get to spend time and get to know better our wives and children. 

Then after only some days, the Need arose to communicate with our 41 friends.

We, the board members were having meetings on a weekly basis using different ways of communication. 

At first using WhatsApp, after Messenger and at the end with zoom with which we could see many friends 

together.

Every other week we had meetings with all the 41 club national presidents and lately we opened the online 

zoom meetings to all 41 members.

During this lockdown period the RT Cyprus organized a couple of Online Bingo Events in which somebody 

could buy tickets by Revolut, quickpay and other online bank transfers. All the receipts will be given to the 

RT Cyprus main project.

Every Year in May, all Cyprus National clubs RT, LC, 41 and Tangent are organizing a BBQ event. This event 

takes place out in the fields and it is an opportunity for all members and families to get together and enjoy 

BBQ and drinks.

This year it was planned to take place on the 10th of May. At that day, the 1st TeleBBQ in the history of All 

Cyprus Clubs took place. Members from all clubs started their own BBQs from their own place, and an 

Online BBQ Party took Place.
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The Future.

Currently in Cyprus many lockdown measures are withdrawn with some exceptions, with one of them 

being the restriction of gatherings of more than 10 people.

Therefore, most of 41 clubs will not arrange any meetings and we will continue with the online meetings 

except the clubs that are less than 10 participants.

We haven’t decided yet if the current Board will stay for another year.

On Behalf of 41 Club Cyprus I wish to all our 41 Club International friends and families Health.

Keep Safe
Yi41

Alecos N Iordanou

Vice President

41 Club Cyprus.
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Editor the Courier/The Hinge

The very first Magazine was published by our original Founder "The Association of ex-Round Table 

Clubs" It first appeared in 1955 and was f The Hinge this Name which for some reason or other in 

was disregarded and later published as "Links"

1976  In 41 INTERNATIONAL the first copies of The Courier was published by Yves Gosselin from 

France. It ran just for 18 months and was resurrected in 1981 by C Leroux in France, who was also 

the 41 Club International Secretary up until his death and was taken over by Daniel Ponchon up until 

1987.

In 1988 Peter Poech from Austria became Editor until 2002 when he was followed by Wolfgang 

Rössel from Germany. 2003 Dieter Straka from Austria  took over the publication and produced it 

only in CD form and at this time the Courier was being presented in three languages.

In 2006 Bob Parton from Germany "stole" the old original Name of "The Hinge" from GB & I and 

started to print again 2 copies a year in "Hard Copy" until 2009, he was followed by  Rajan Mittal 

from India with him as Editor whilst continuing to publish in "Hard copy", as did his follower in 2012 

Dixon C . Tembo from Zambia.

Andy Waite from GB & I in 2014 followed him by increasing the number of pages and producing in 

Electronic copies.

This electronic Variation was not very popular to the 

Membership although brilliantly edited by Andy Waite and was 

replaced by the successful  41 Communiquè edited by Sid 

Siddharthan from India.

Wer findet Schreibfehler oder grammatisch Fehler darf sie 

behalten !

Der gibt Bob Parton nur einmal.

 If you find any spelling or grammatical mistakes you may 

retain them!

There is only one Bob Parton.
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PLAN OF ACTIVITIES OF 41 INDIA IN 2019-2020

I took charge as President of 41 India at the NAGM held in Goa. 41 International President Luc was present.I 

presented my theme “TOGETHER WE WILL” at the AGM. I expressed my intention of coming together at every level, 

i.e. Club, Area and National. I called upon all the members to come together and build a better India, which 

incidentally is one of our Aims & Objectives. We also adopted a national initiative called “SHARE YOUR JOY” (SYJ in 

short) for keeping the clubs involved and participative. This 'SYJ” was a charitable activity that we asked the clubs to 

do on any special occasions in their lives like, Birthdays, Anniversaries or Festivals.

I travelled extensively to communicate my theme and participated in many fellowship and SYJ activities. I intended 

to travel and meet members of all the clubs before I completed my year as President. Everything went on well for the 

initial five months until the Corona Pandemic struck and took us all by surprise and shock. It brought us to a grinding 

halt and literally “locked” us down. This was an unprecedented crisis, and in a fellowship organisation like ours, it 

threatened the very existence of our organisation. 

Like they say, there is an opportunity in every crisis. We had to find a way to hold 41 India together. We had to find a 

way to motivate ourselves. The Pandemic left everyone in an uncertain predicament. There was chaos and 

disruption everywhere. The poor and under-privileged were suffering to find even the basic necessities required to 

survive were hard to come by. There was panic and fear. No one was able to move out and everyone felt helpless.

I decided to call for a Zoom(online) meeting to motivate our members to reach out in every which way they could. We 

identified areas where we could help. We mobilised financial resources to fight the war against Covid-19. Many of 

our members were at Ground Zero to fight the war against Covid-19. It was as if we were challenged by Nature and 

we accepted it. All our members across the country, rose in unison and stepped out to help as many people as they 

could. We distributed Groceries, Cooked food, Masks, Sanitisers, sanitary pads and many essentials needed in their 

daily life. Our members actually risked their safety to reach out and help as much as possible. It was a massive task 

and our members never gave up. Our services were seen and appreciated by many donors, who came forward to 

donate to the cause. We have so far raised and spent close to a Hundred Million Indian Rupees and our war against 

Covid-19 continues. We are all determined to fight this war to the end and hope to make a difference. “TOGETHER 

WE WILL”

Extraordinary situations demand extraordinary decisions. We are evaluating various options to conduct an “e – 

AGM” to complete our constitutional obligations. We are a dynamic organisation and we need to establish our 

resilience in meeting the various challenges that we encounter. Our members are determined to win the war against 

Covid-19 and establish normalcy in our lives, wherein we can reach out to each other and embrace the bonds of 

friendship. “TOGETHER WE WILL”
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HOW IS 41 CLUB SWITZERLAND COPING WITH THE ACTIVITIES 

OF THE CLUB WITH CORONA LOCKDOWN

Corona hat in der Schweiz, wie in allen Ländern, eingeschlagen wie eine Bombe. Fast aus dem 

nichts ist das Clubleben der Tische und auf nationaler Ebene zum Erliegen gekommen. Bereits 

organisierte Anlässe mussten auf Grund der Abstandsregeln und „bleibt zu Hause“ annulliert 

werden. Andere Anlässe und Besuche in den Restaurants fanden nicht statt. Das HYM das 

zusammen mit dem AGM von Round Table Schweiz im Mai in Friedrichshafen zusammen mit RT 

Deutschland und RT Österreich stattfinden sollte, musste storniert werden. Dabei wäre es nach 20 

Jahren wieder einmal ein Dreiländer AGM gewesen. Die Vorfreude war riesig.
Das National Board hat sich wie viele andere Clubs auch in die virtuelle Welt verabschiedet. Board 

Sitzungen wurden via Zoom durchgeführt. Das Tischleben ist bis auf weiteres sistiert und erst wenn 

die Regierung grünes Licht gibt, werden wir das Tischleben wieder aufleben lassen können. Bis es 

soweit ist steht der Sommer und die Sommerpause schon vor der Tür. 

Das National Board hat an einem Zoom Meeting entschieden das AGM im Oktober ebenfalls 

abzusagen und auf 2021 zu verschieben. Auch weil unsere Nachbarländer die AGM's im Mai und 

Juni nicht durchführen können. Das ganze Board bleibt somit für ein weiteres Jahr bis Oktober 2021 

bestehen. Das gibt uns die Möglichkeit die AGM und die Tischbesuche nachzuholen. Das 

Reiseprogramm vom IRO findet in diesem Jahr nicht stattfinden.Das Jahr 2020 ist so gut wie 

gelaufen und wir haben es zu einem weissen Jahr erklärt. zu viele Aktivitäten könnennicht 

stattfinden. Den Tischen ist es frei gestellt ihr Jahr regulär zu führen oder mit dem gleichen Board ein 

weiteres Jahr anzuhängen. Die Jahresgebühr für die Tische wird im 2020/21 nur einmal erhoben.

Die letzten 2 Monate waren sehr intensiv aber nicht auf Stufe Clubleben sondern für alle Club 41 

Mitglieder ein eigenes Geschäft haben.Ging es doch teilweise auch ums nackte Überleben der 

Firmen. Seit dem 11. Mai ist für viele wieder etwas „Normalität“ in das Berufsleben eingekehrt. Bis 

wir wieder auf dem Niveau vor Corona sind wird es noch eine längere Zeit dauern.

Wir sind zuversichtlich, dass wir ab August das Tischleben wieder wie gewohnt durchführen 

können und die Geschäfte wieder normal laufen werden.

YiF Daniel Leuenberger
Club 41 Suisse National President 2019/2021

HOW IS 41 CLUB Switzerland coping with the activities of the club with Corona lockdown

Corona has struck like a bomb in Switzerland, as in all countries. Almost out of nowhere, the club life 

of the tables and nationally came to a standstill. Already organized events had to be canceled due to 

the distance rules and "stays at home". There were no other occasions and visits to the restaurants. 
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The HYM that was to take place together with the AGM from Round Table Switzerland in May in 

Friedrichshafen together with RT Germany and RT Austria had to be canceled. It would have been a 

th ree -coun t r y  AGM aga in  a f t e r  20  yea rs .  The  an t i c ipa t ion  was  huge .

Like many other clubs, the National Board has also left the virtual world. Board meetings were 

carried out via zoom. Table life has been suspended until further notice and only when the 

government gives the green light will we be able to revive table life. Until then, summer and summer 

break are just around the corner.

At a zoom meeting, the National Board decided to cancel the AGM in October 2020 and postpone it 

to 2021. Also because our neighboring countries cannot carry out the AGM's in May and June. The 

entire board will remain in effect for another year until October 2021. This gives us the opportunity 

to make up the AGM and the table visits. The IRO travel program will not take place this year. The 

year 2020 is almost over and we have declared it a white year. Too many activities cannot take 

place. The tables are free to conduct their year regularly or to add another year with the same board. 

The annual fee for the tables will only be charged once in 2020/21.

The last 2 months have been very intense but not at club life level but for all Club 41 members have 

their own business. Sometimes it was also about the bare survival of the companies. Since May 11, 

some "normalcy" has returned to professional life. It will be a long time before we get back to life 

before Corona.

We are confident that from August onwards we will be able to continue living as usual and that 

business will run normally again.

YiF Daniel Leuenberger
Club 41 Suisse National President 2019/2021

27



Excerpts from the first issue of The Hinge July 2006
- Editor’s Note

Bob Parton

What is The Hinge

This is the very first edition of The Hinge 

which we begin a new era; it is the 

follow-on magazine to the Courier which 

Wolfgang Rosel (D) & Dieter Straka (A), 

Vice President 41 INTERNATIONAL, 

edited so successfully for many years. 

The title comes from “May the Hinges of 

Friendship never rust”. This name is not 

new, it had been used for also many 

years by GB as title for their Ex-Tablers’ 

magazine. It is our target to revive this 

name and make this magazine 

interesting and amuzing so that it will 

appeal to all of us. It will be published 4 

times a year. We shall need the help from 

all member nations who should send 

humorous repor ts and of course 

pictures (please in JPEG format). Do not 

forget to tell me who are on the pictures 

so that we can give the picture a title.

I want to try to issue the next magazine 

with a report from each of the 19 member nations and Associations even if it is only a short notice. 

The closing date for the next edition is on 30th August.

I am Bob Parton and have become the new editor of this magazine, joining RT in 1964 in 

Peterborough (GB) and am an active member of the Karlsruhe 41 Club no.46 in Germany. My 

qualifications as Editor are that I can read and write; spelling and English grammar will follow soon.  

28



The Year 2019-2020
An

Annual Report

The Year 2019-2020
An

Annual Report
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The new board took over at Brussels on 27 April 2019. During the first board meet 

held on 28 April 2019 the year plan was discussed and the responsibilities of each 

board member was allocated 

The New Board is as follows:

ª Luc Trigaux IP
ª Ulrich Suppan IPP
ª Luca Colombo VP
ª Gopal Chopra Secretary
ª Didier Van Calster, Treasurer (delayed)
ª Dr. Siddharthan editor, Communication officer
ª Fabian Web Master
ª Tom Albrigtsen, VP elect 

The following has been the progress for the year 2019-20 by the International 

board:

International directory was made with all information of our association and 

countries. The Directory serves as a ready reckoner with all information of 41 

International. A e version has been also been designed which is updated on the 

website frequently. Hard copies were given to members on request.

Communication with all member countries is being done, and we have obtained 

all relevant details of the country and it's members, the same information has 

been posted on the website.
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Ø The second board meet was held at Brasov, Romania   which was along with 

the Agm of RT International. 

Ø We had a very interactive meet with our side by side team (RTI, LCI,. Tangents, 

Agora and 41 International) the plan for the year was discussed. Work on the 

41 world a platform of communication with the side by side association has 

been activated.

Ø The AGM of 10 countries were attended by the International President.

Ø It was decided to call for an EGM to discuss the following at the HYM at Malta.

Ø A questioner was made on France with the opinion of every country.

Ø A Name change was also proposed 

Ø The legal status of 41 international was discussed and the same was needed 

to be approved by the floor.

Ø Concept of workshop was also discussed and was decided to be implemented 

in the HYM at Malta. The topic were ; 

"Part of Round Table family" subtitles to 

appear under all our logos

Let's Make Tablers - feedback ; Service 

Ideas and awards ; 41er world   Feedbacks + info. 
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Ø The Board meet was held on November 

1, 2020 and President Luc reported 

that he visited 8 Agm’s of various 

countries. He also attended the 

Tangents and Agora Agm. Nepal RT 

was donated 5000 Euro by 41 

international as funds raised by PP 

Ulrich during his year.

Ø The HYM was held on November 2, 2019 the organizers left no stone untuned 

to give all the delegates a memorable time.

Ø The HYM and EGM was held, and 24 countries attended the same. Decisions 

on the ASBL and the France questioner were addressed and approved. The 

name change was not taken up for discussion.

Ø Make a Tabler the Project and 41 worlds was discussed and launched. 

Ø Senegal had submitted the application for charter of their association.

Ø New Zealand sent in their withdrawal from the 41 International due to lack of 

growth.

Ø Nepal, Madagascar, Kenya were the next extension hubs for 41 International.

Ø YAPs convenors were appreciated in completing another successful year with 

all the children attending the Yap tours.
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The fourth board meet was held in Luxembourg on February 8, 2020.

Ø The 41 International board had called for nomination for the post of Vice 

President 2022-23  we have received two valid nomination one from Morocco 

and the other from Mauritius . Resolution were also called from member 

countries, Norway and Austria have sent in a resolution each. The Bid for 

hosting the HYM 2022 has been filed by Cyprus. 

Ø The ASBL was signed and filed in Luxembourg and 41 International was after 

45 years was registered as an association finally getting a legal identity.

Ø A side by side meet was held with the member association and an update on 

extension to Greece, Spain, Brazil, Vietnam USA and Canada. Joint Projects, 

41 world, was also discussed.

Ø The archives have been updated by Jill Harris and the same was handed over 

to the secretary.

Ø Poland has expressed its desire to leave the 41 International due to no growth.
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As COVID 19 hits the world all activities have been postponed to 2021 . The 

International board has been meeting every fortnight to update on the happening 

and decision taken for the 41 International AGM and HYM. A zoom meet was held 

with member countries Presidents to know the happening in their countries and 

the revised dates of the HYM and AGM.  Also for the member countries to register 

with the ASBL.  

A zoom meet with member countries is scheduled on June 6 ,2020.

The communique is carrying monthly updates of our association and news from 

various countries. 

We have been updating the happenings in 41 Association and member countries 

on the web media and Facebook.

We are 28 countries strong with Senegal joining in.

Gopal Chopra
41 International Secretary 2019-22
30.05.2020

Zoom charter of a 41 club in Kolkatta, India.

President Luc reading the charter certificate.

34



10.000 Tabler in the Club 41 INTERNATIONAL 41er.World

Now you can already find over 10.000 members 41 INTERNATIONAL in 41er.World 

(Tabler.World) and receive the communication data. Find friends and contact them easily! 

Simply in your smartphone, always reachable. 

You can also access up to 15.000 profiles of Round Tabler International and Ladies Circle 

International. Side by side! find and be found - now join the 41er.World!

Club 41 members from Austria, Finland, Germany and Sweden are already in - do you want 

your country to be part of it? It's easy, fast and cheap - get in touch with us: 
webmaster@de.41er.world
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41 U.S.A.

“ Like all the fellow members globally Our members of 41ers Club NewYork are facing these unprecedented times 

staying home safe with their families following govt guidelines. Most of us live in  New York and New Jersey the two 

states worst affected and I am glad we are doing well. As a club we are active virtually on WhatsApp , we are not sure 

if all our members would like to regroup in New York city even if the restrictions are lifted due to social distancing and 

are playing by the ear. Our group members are fun loving and would like to keep things informal hence as President 

my objective is to ensure we stay active as a group. Our current board will continue till we hold our AGM and feel 

there is a need to change.

AGM, Logo & a website are in In my to do list and I hope to accomplish this very soon. As a group the last meeting of 

2019 was held on 1st Wednesday of December  . In the last six months we added two new members which takes our 

total count to nineteen active members. Personally I am in touch with Canada and making sure they agree for charter 

and formally be part of 41ers International.

We as a club thank the International Board esp. you and Gopal who have stayed in touch with us constantly and 

guiding us.

Sharing some pics for the 50th issue.

Thanks

Jagan
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Dear Presidents and IRO
Greetings from the International board. We are having a zoom meet on June 6th 2020 for all the 

delegates of member countries.

The Zoom invite details are as follows;

We shall also hold an ASBL “Web Meet” with all the official national delegates on June 6, 2020 at 

9.30 AM CET(Brussels, Paris, Rome time) to finalize the enlargement of the ASBL . The Zoom 

access details to that meeting are as follows.

Topic: International Meet

Zoom meeting Jun 6, 2020 09:45 AM CET

shall also hold a general assembly with all the official national delegates to finalize the enlargement 

of the ASBL .

Topic: International Meet

Time: Jun 6, 2020 09:45 AM Luxembourg

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82155824919?pwd=eUF1cko4V2xhNDF6RE9qMG1i

QlhJZz09

Meeting ID: 821 5582 4919

Password: 071774

Warm regards

Gopal Chopra
41 International Secretary 2019-22
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCH8TxzWiCM&
authuser=0 

Dear 41 friends 

The Dutch AGM will take place next Saturday, June 6. It's going to be a 

great hour of entertainment, fun and friendship !! dial-in is live and you 

can actively participate in the meeting. So make a note of 6 June 20:00 

in your agenda! In the next app post the link to our event. Until next 

week! Greet

GilbertIRO 41 Netherlands
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